FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Holy Eucharist at 10:00am

30 November 2025

Trinity Episcopal Church
Wilmington, Delaware
in
The Episcopal Diocese of Delaware



Welcome!))

We are Glad you are Here

Nursery
For those with small children, we have nursery staff available for the 10 am and 12
pm Services in the Sunday School Room.

Lectionary Cartoon Inserts for Children
(available on the low table at the rear of the nave)

The Sunday Paper Junior, an 8% x 14” double-sided sheet, folded into a leaflet
form serves as a children’s bulletin for preschool through third or fourth grade,
features one lesson (usually the Holy Gospel) in big, bold artwork, with a simple
story line, a note to parents, and an activity page designed to stir children’s
imagination requiring a pencil or crayon.

The Sunday Paper, a single side, 8% x 14” sheet that appeals to intermediate
through junior high school students, presents one lesson (usually the Holy Gospel)
as a two-line cartoon. The Old Testament Reading, the Epistle and the Psalm are

presented as single vignettes.
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” .. Mark 9.37

Find Us on Social Media

Please check out our website (https://TrinityOldSwedes.church). Follow us on
Facebook and Instagram by searching for @TrinityParishDE; and please tag us in
your pictures using #TrinityParishDE.

INTRODUCTIONS TO TODAY’S LESSONS

Isaiah 2.1-5

When Isaiah wrote this message, the people of Judah were dispirited. Assyrian armies were
set to conquer Judah. Many doubted God's ability to preserve the dynasty of David in
accordance with the promise he had made to David. Others believed themselves to be
invincible in the face of enemies.

Romans 13.11-14

Paul has said that Christians have a responsibility to keep civil laws, not just because of the
penalties incurred in not keeping them, but also as a matter of conscience. Loving our
neighbors implies living ethically. Now he mentions another reason for ethical behavior.

Matthew 24.36-44

Jesus has foretold the destruction of the Temple. When his followers have asked what
indications there will be that the end of the current era is close, he has answered using
contemporary images. He has told them that they will suffer trials, but “the one who endures
to the end will be saved”.

All music is used with permission.
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OREMUS
Week of Sunday, November 30" to Saturday, December 6™, 2025

This list combines all the prayer and thanksgiving requests we have received for this week,
along with “cycles” of prayer for the Anglican Communion, the Episcopal Church, and the
Diocese of Delaware (The Episcopal Church in Delaware). We invite you to have your prayer
requests and thanksgivings listed by calling the Parish Office at 302.652.8605 or sending an
email to office@TrinityParishDE.org or contacting Dr Marta at Marta@TrinityParishDE.org or
Fr Kirtley at FrKirtley@TrinityParishDE.org. Names will remain on the list for a period of two
weeks. Should you wish for a name to be renewed, please contact the Parish Office with a status
update.

In addition to being listed here, those who are sick or have special needs will be mentioned by
Christian name in the Prayers of the People at each liturgical service. Anyone who has died this
week will be remembered by using their full name.

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Anglican Church of Australia.

For the Church: Kevin our Bishop Diocesan, Sean our Presiding Bishop and
Primate, Sarah the Archbishop—designate of Canterbury, the Primates of the
Anglican Communion and the Anglican Consultative Council.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: All Clergy and their families.

Rector Search Committee, Trinity Forward: Greg, Rachel, Betsy, Steve, Brian,
Doug, Angelica, Toni.

Spiritual Relationship: Our Future Christian Childcare Center at Old Swedes.
Ministry Partners: Old Swedes Foundation, First State National Historical Park.

For Government Leaders: Donald our President; Matt our Governor; John our
Mayor.

For Health and Healing: Jim, Andy, Phil, Tritstina, Jack, Vanessa, Mercedes, Diane,
Serena, Greg, Marsha, Cecilia, Judy, Daisy, Florence, Chuck, Deidra, Jack, Gordon,
Ruth, Sam, Eric, Alyse, Chip, Dan, Stan, John, Irma

For Anniversary of their Birth: Deborah, Angelina, Douglas, Trini, Rosa, Ranferis,
Alexandra, Tony, Lio, Judy

For those celebrating the Anniversary of their Marriage:

For the Repose of the Soul on the Anniversary of their Year’s Mind:

T

Altar Flowers
The Altar flowers today are given to the Greater Glory of God by Joanne Barton in
gratitude for special friendships forged at Trinity in Wilmington.

For those who have Died:



SEASON OF ADVENT

SOMETHING NEW
Is Anything Really New?

Advent marks the beginning of a new church year. During this season, we pause
and look forward to Christmas, setting aside four weeks for preparation. But is
there really anything “new” about this time?

The Book of Ecclesiastes suggests that there can never be anything new: “What has
been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done; there is nothing
new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1.9). Many years later, though, after Jesus had
come, the apostle Paul said, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” (2 Corinthians
5.17). Is scripture contradicting itself? Has Jesus thrown out the old truths?

The answer is, “Yes, but no.” The mission of Jesus was not to abolish the law and
the prophets, but to fulfill them (Matthew 5.17). It is true that many things stay the
same century after century. After all these years, we still find enmity, prejudice and
many forms of evil in the world. But Jesus brings light into our darkness and we are
able to see things in new ways. Advent can become a time of looking at all of life
and finding within it, new possibilities, refreshment, even our own rebirth.

Human nature is such that most of us swing back and forth between hope and
discouragement. For a time, life seems full of promise. We enjoy what we are doing
and see possibilities of even better things ahead. Then, we grow weary and doubts
or troubles enter the picture, like dark clouds on the horizon. We may wonder if all
our efforts result in anything worthwhile?

Coming as days grow shorter and the weather gets colder, Advent tells us, “When
it is uncomfortable outside, seek the comfort that can come inside — inside our
hearts and our relationships.” Here, there can always be found something new. In
the midst of life’s demands and problems, we can discover new peace and warmth.
The Prince of Peace can be reborn within us.



WELCOME T0O TRINITY EPISCOPAL PARISH (TRINITY CHURCH AND OLD SWEDES CHURCH). We are
glad you are here!!! We are a congregation of the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware. The Episcopal
Church welcomes all who worship Jesus Christ, in 106 dioceses and one mission area in 22 nations
or territories. The Episcopal Church is one of 42 member provinces of the worldwide Anglican
Communion.

This leaflet is your guide to the liturgy and contains all the material needed for this service.

The people’s responses are in bold.

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Please observe silence.

Organ Prelude Veni, Veni Emmanuel (Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel)
15t Century French Processional, Plainsong, Mode |
Setting by Gerhard Krapf

Processional Hymn The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
Please stand, as able; sung by all
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Words: Greek; tr. John Brownlie (1859-1925), alt.
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816;
arr. Theodore A. Beck (1929-2003)



Acclamation  swunding, as able

The Celebrant proclaims
T BLESSED BE GoD: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Welcome to Trinity Parish remain standing, as able

THE LITURGY OF THE ADVENT WREATH

The custom of lighting candles on a decorated wreath comes to us from the Lutheran Church in
Scandinavia. Like the Christmas tree, the Advent wreath has its origins in pre-Christian festivals of light
which celebrated the winter solstice. In recent years its use has become widespread in most Christian
churches in the West as a reminder of our time of preparation for the coming of Christ, both at
Bethlehem and at the end of the world.

The Advent Wreath has four red or blue candles in a ring around a white or gold candle. Alternatively,
there may be three purple candles, reflecting the liturgical color for Advent, with a pink candle for the
Third Sunday, when rose-pink vestments are traditionally worn. The royal colors of purple and blue are
in honor of Christ’s kingship.

Each Sunday of Advent a new candle is lit with prayer, until all four are lit on the Sunday before
Christmas. A fifth candle in the center of the wreath is lit for Christmas. This Christ candle is lit until
the Epiphany, when the wreath is put away.

Advent’s Holy Light — HOPE Joel Raney

The Choir sings
As we watch for the dawn of a brighter day,
A candle of hope lights the way.

As we look for the signs of the promised birth,
Of a Savior who brings heaven to earth.

Choir and Congregation sing REFRAIN
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The first candle is lit.

Reader

People

Reader
People

Reader
People

Reader
People

Celebrant

Our Advent journey begins today with the lighting of the first candle,
the candle of Hope. Like the flame of a candle, may hope be ignited in
our hearts, reminding us that brighter days are ahead.

For those of us facing difficult challenges
Ignite our hearts with hope.

For the end of wars wreaking havoc and pain in our world
Ignite our hearts with hope.

For safety for those fleeing the tyranny of oppression
Ignite our hearts with hope.

For the light of forgiveness to shine in our hearts
Ignite our hearts with hope.

Gracious Creator, in moments of uncertainty, we turn to you with
hearts heavy but hopeful. Grant us the strength to navigate
challenges, the wisdom to see possibilities, and the courage to
embrace the journey ahead. May hope be our guiding light, leading us
to a future filled with grace, love, and possibilities beyond our
imagining. Amen.

Choir and Congregation sing REFRAIN
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Collect of the Day remain standing, as able
The Celebrant says
The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

All pray in silence for a space.

LMIGHTY GOD, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Hebrew Scripture Isaiah 2.1-5

The Lector first says
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

HE WORD THAT ISAIAH son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to

come the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may
walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LorD!

After the Lesson, the Lector says
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

A period of silence is kept.



Gradual Psalm 122 Laetatus sum

The Congregation remains seated. The Soloist sings the verses and the Choir and Congregation respond
with the REFRAIN.

Let Us Go Rejoicing To The House Of The Lord
Music: Thomas W. Jefferson

Soloist: Yun Ko, tenor

REFRAIN
@ T o 4 7 = = e
o) ® 7 7 —~
Let us go— re-joic - ing— to the house of the Lord,
f) & |
[ I [ |
: = -—
= D - | |
Q) ~ @ q' =
to the house of the Lord, the house of the Lord.

| rejoiced because they said to me. “We will go up to the house of the Lord.”
And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem.

REFRAIN

Jerusalem, built as a city with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord.

REFRAIN

According to the decree for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
In it are set up judgment seats, seats for the house of the David.

REFRAIN

Pray for peace of Jerusalem! May those who love you prosper!
May peace be within your walls, your prosperity in your buildings.

REFRAIN

Because of my brothers and friends | will say, “Peace be within you!”
Because of the house of the Lord our God, | will pray for your good.

REFRAIN

Choir:
Let us go, let us go, let us go, let us go to the house, to the house of the Lord.
Let us go, let us go, let us go, go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Let us go, let us go, let us go, let us go to the house, to the house of the Lord.
Let us go, let us go, let us go, go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
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Please remain seated.

The Epistle Romans 13.11-14
The Lector first says
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.

OU KNOW WHAT TIME IT IS, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
After the Lesson, the Lector says

The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

A period of silence is kept.

Please stand, as able.

Hymn at the Gospel “Sleepers, Wake!” A Voice Astounds Us
Please stand, as able; sung by all
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Words: Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); tr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944)
Music: Wachet auf, melody Hans Sachs (1494-1576);
adapt. Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); harm. Jakob Praetorius (1586-1651)

The Holy Gospel Matthew 24.36-44

remain standing, as able
The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying
The T Holy Gospel of our § Lord Jesus Christ T according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

ESUS SAID TO THE DISCIPLES, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

After the Gospel, the Priest says
The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev'd Dr Kirtley Yearwood SR

A period of silent reflection is kept.
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The Nicene Creed standing, as able; said by all

WE BELIEVE IN ONE GOD,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the T life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The Celebrant bids the Intercessions with these words

IN JOYFUL EXPECTATION of his coming to our aid we pray to Jesus.

Silence
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The intercessor then leads the Prayers
OME to your Church as Lord and judge.

We pray for Kevin our Bishop Diocesan, Sean our Presiding Bishop and Primate,
Sarah Archbishop—designate of Canterbury; the Primates of the Anglican
Communion and the Anglican Consultative Council; in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer,
for the Anglican Church of Australia; in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, for all Clergy
and their families; for Kirtley, Marta and Christopher our Priests, our Staff, Wardens
and Vestry of our Parish; for Al and Chris our Stewardship Co-Chairpersons; Old
Swedes Foundation; Our Future Christian Childcare Center at Old Swedes; and all
ministers of your Church; and First State National Historical Park.

Help us to live in the light of your coming and give us a longing for your kingdom.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come to your world as King of the nations.
We pray for the United Nations.

Before you rulers will stand in silence.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come to the hearts of those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week,
Deborah, Angelina, Douglas, Trini, Rosa, Ranferis, Alexandra, Tony, Lio, Judy

that they may grow in wisdom and grace,

and be strengthened to trust in your goodness.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come to the suffering as Savior and comforter.

We pray for Jim, Andy, Phil, Tritstina, Jack, Vanessa, Mercedes, Diane, Serena, Greg,
Marsha, Cecilia, Judy, Daisy, Florence, Chuck, Deidra, Jack, Gordon, Ruth, Sam, Eric,
Alyse, Chip, Dan, Stan, John, Irma,

Break into our lives, where we struggle with sickness and distress, and set us free
to serve you for ever.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls.

We remember...

Give us with all the faithful departed a share in your victory over evil and death.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory.

Lift us up to meet you, that with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints and
angels we may live and reign with you in your new creation.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Silence
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At the end of the Intercessions, the Celebrant adds the following concluding Collect.
OME, LORD JESUS, do not delay; give new courage to your people, who trust in your

love. By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom on earth as in
heaven, where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God for ever
and ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says
LET US CONFESS our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence

Minister and People
OST MERCIFUL GOD,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution remain standing, if able

The Priest says
LMIGHTY GOD have T mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

The Peace remain standing, as able

The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Please be seated.
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Offertory Sentence remain seated

An Offering of money is collected for the work of mission and ministry OR yvou may scan the QR Code
below:

If you would like to give online to Trinity Parish, E E

please scan the QR code on the right. -
L%
[=]gd;
Offertory Anthem Advent Supplication Text: Latin hymn, 9t century

Translation by John M. Neale
Music: based on CONDITOR ALME,
Sarum plainsong, Mode IV, 9% century

Creator of the stars of night, Your people's everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, We pray You, hear us when we call.

When this old world drew on toward night, You came, but not in splendor bright,
Not as a monarch, but the child of Mary, blameless mother mild.

At your great name, O Jesus, now, All knees must bend, all hearts must bow:
All things on earth with one accord, Like those in heav’n, shall call You Lord.

To God Creator, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally.

Creator of the stars of night, Your people's everlasting light,
O Christ, redeemer of us all, We pray you, hear us when we call.

Please stand, as able, as the gifts of bread and wine and alms are brought forward.
Hymn at Presentation of Gifts Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
sung by all
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1 Come, thou long - ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo - ple free;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us, let wus find our rest in  thee.
dear de - sire of ev-ery mna-tion, joy of ev - ery long - ing  heart.

O

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Stuttgart, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Anddichtige und Schone Gesange, 1715;

adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.
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Sursum Corda

The people standing, as able. The Celebrant says,

The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

Preface of Advent
Then, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make
us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his

appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of

your Name:

Sanctus & Benedictus qui venit remain standing, as able; sung by all
Setting by Robert Powell
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Eucharistic Prayer remain standing, as able
Then the Celebrant continues
E GIVE THANKS TO You, O Gob, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “TAKE,
EAT: THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH IS GIVEN FOR YOU. DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “DRINK THIS, ALL OF YOU: THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW COVENANT, WHICH IS
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. WHENEVER YOU DRINK IT, DO THIS FOR
THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. T Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the ever-blessed
Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

A period of silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer remain standing, as able; said by all

The Celebrant says
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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People and Celebrant
UR FATHER, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread renain standing, as able
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem remain standing, as able; sung by all Setting: Carl Haywood
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Who-ev - er comes to me shall not hun - ger and
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who-ev - er be - lieves in me shall nev - er thirst.

The Invitation remain standing, as able

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Holy Things for Holy People.

The Communion of the People

The Episcopal Church invites all Christians of any age to the Lord’s Table. To receive the
consecrated Bread, extend your hands upward, palms crossed. When receiving the consecrated
Wine, please assist the chalice as it is offered, by gently guiding the base with your hand to allow
the rim to reach your lips; or, having consumed the Bread, you may return to your seat. We believe
Christ fully present in either element. If you are not baptized, or if you prefer not to receive the
Sacrament, you may ask for a blessing (indicated by crossing your arms).

Gluten-free wafers are available at the Altar rail. Please speak to the priest when you come
forward for Communion.
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Communion Anthem Lead Us To Justice And Light
Music and Text: Marty Haugen

Advent Refrain:
God of our journeys, daybreak to night; lead us to justice and light.
Grant us compassion, strength for the day, wisdom to walk in your way.

You who have touched us and graced us with love,
make us your people of goodness and light. Refrain

Let our hearts burn with the fire of your love;
open our eyes to the glory of God. Refrain

God who makes the blind to see, God who makes the lame to walk,
bring us dancing into day, lead your people in your way. Refrain

Hope for the hopeless, light for the blind,
"Strong" is your name, Lord, "Gentle" and "Kind." Refrain

Call us to be your light, call us to be your love, make us your people again. Refrain
A period of silent prayer is kept.

Prayer after Communion standing, as able; said by all
Celebrant Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
OD OF ABUNDANCE, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue
for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Prayer for the Calling of a Rector
Celebrant and People
LMIGHTY GoD, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, that
wonderful and sacred mystery; and so guide the mind of the Discernment
Team, Trinity Forward, who shall recommend to the Vestry of Trinity Parish, a
Rector for this congregation, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care
for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Postcommunion Hymn

Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers

standing, as able; sung by all
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1 Re - joice, re -joice, be - liev - ers, and your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun -tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu -ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed  sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast i1s wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rmise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umphcast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
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Words: Laurentius Laurenti (1600-1722); tr. Sarah B. Findlater (1823-1907), alt.
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG. Swedish folk tune
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THE SENDING FORTH

Advent Blessing remain standing, as able
The Celebrant gives the blessing
HRIST THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before
your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the
blessing of God Almighty, T the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Dismissal remain standing, as able

The Celebrant dismisses the people

As we await the coming Savior,

Go in beauty to love and enjoy the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude Hark The Glad Sound, The Savior Comes

Tune: Thomas Haweis
Setting: David Cherwien

T
Thank you for worshiping with us foday.

Come, See...Go and Tell

Liturgical Participants
Fr Kirtley Yearwood SR — Presider
David Simmons — Organist and Choir Director
Kennard Brown — Audiovisual
Beth & Don Copsen — Ushers
Kathleen David, Betsy Chapin — Readers
Michael Sayre — Eucharistic Minister
Kathleen David — Flower Arrangers Guild
Team 4: Amelia Welch-Wierzbicki, Ava Vandergast — Altar Guild

Virtual Trinity
Maureen Lyons — Greeter
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PARISH NOTES

For the month of December, we are collecting ground coffee, shelf stable creamer,
sugar and sugar substitute, and shelf stable baked goods for distribution to
Friendship House for their winter hospitality program. The Children bring the Red
Wagon with your generous donations to the Altar to be blessed during the
Offertory Procession on Sundays! Please place the items underlined in the freezers
and refrigerators in the kitchen. For more information, please contact Sarah
Berninger (berninger59@comcast.net). Thank you.

e

Camp Arrowhead is gearing up for another great year of summer camp!
Camp Arrowhead offers a unique opportunity for children to experience the joy of
outdoor living in a faith—based environment.
Summer Camp registration opens on December 3.
Summer 2026 programs include:
Day Camp — 4 & 5 Day Sessions throughout the summer: Grades 3 —4;
Taste of Camp — 4 Night Introduction to Overnight Camp: Grades 2 — 3;
Overnight Camp — One and Two Week Sessions:
Homestead: Grades 3 -6
Pioneer: Grades 7 -9
Pathfinder: Grades 10 - 11
A Five—Night Mini Camp for Homestead and Pioneer
Registration and Information: www.camparrowhead.net or 302.645.5348
Scholarships Available: Please speak with Fr Kirtley
Brochures on Trinity in Motion table in Foyer at Trinity Church
Camp Arrowhead is an essential ministry of The Episcopal Church in Delaware
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ADVENT DISCIPLESHIP THREE-PART BOOK SERIES
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Stephen Cottrell, currently serving as Archbishop of
% York and Primate of England, the second-most
1 senior bishop in the Church of England, is a
' masterful storyteller, preacher, and prolific author.
Archbishop Stephen has authored more than
twenty books and wrote this lovely, fun book when
he was Bishop of Chelmsford. “Using the brilliant,
deceptively simple device of telling the Christmas
story backwards,”.....“through the eyes of both
famous figures like King Herod and imagined
characters like the innkeeper's wife, Archbishop
Stephen helps us encounter Christmas as if for the

4l first time. He introduces us to the faithful, yet

strong-willed young Mary, whose delight in God
foreshadows the light of life that will be kindled
inside her. He invites readers to experience Jesus'

birth anew, with greater appreciation of the dark themes and ancient figures
relevant to the Advent story.”

We will meet the First to Third Weeks of Advent. Within a given week, Monday
evening or Tuesday afternoon, we will discuss the same characters portrayed in the
book. Please join Fr Kirtley on Monday evenings or Fr Christopher on Tuesday
afternoons for a cup of tea and biscuits in the Foyer of Trinity Church! Childcare
will be provided on Monday evenings! Please sign-up by emailing the parish office
at office@trinityparishde.org.

Monday, December 01
Tuesday, December 02

Monday, December 08
Tuesday, December 09

Monday, December 15
Tuesday, December 16

7.00pm to 7.45pm — Advent Discipleship: Part |
2.00pm to 2.45pm — Advent Discipleship: Part |

7.00pm to 7.45pm — Advent Discipleship: Part Il
2.00pm to 2.45pm — Advent Discipleship: Part Il

7.00pm to 7.45pm — Advent Discipleship: Part Il
2.00pm to 2.45pm — Advent Discipleship: Part Il

You may purchase Stephen Cottrell’s, Walking Backwards to Christmas paperback
(ISBN-10: 0664261868 or ISBN-13: 978-0664261863) at your favorite bookseller
online. There are a limited number of books available for purchase in the Parish

Office.
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FREE Holiday Concert: ENCORE CHORALE OF WILMINGTON
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Comeringin the opening of the holiday season on Wednesday, December 3, at 7:00
pm, right here at Trinity Church, when The Encore Chorale of Wilmington, a 65-
member vocal ensemble, under the direction of Trinity’s Director of Music, David
Simmons, presents their FIFTH ANNUAL HOLIDAY CONCERT featuring both sacred
and secular holiday classics. Tickets are FREE, but you must reserve them online in
advance at EncoreCreativity.Org in order to make sure you can get in the door and

get a seat because these annual holiday concerts have become quite popular and
“sell out” in advance.

THE WAY OF THE CRADLE: MIEDITATIONS FOR ADVENT
ON
ADVENT Il

SUNDAY, DECeMBER 14™, we will walk the Way of the Cradle at the ten
o’clock liturgy at Trinity Church. These Meditations for Advent closely
follow the form of the Way of the Cross that we pray during the season
of Lent and Holy Week. The meditations are intended to provide a means
of reflection during Advent, the other season of preparation.

Gingerbread Reception following Liturgy.
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Advent Worship at Trinity Parish

Come, See...Go and Tell
Saturday, November 29 EVE OF FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5.00pm Holy Eucharist

Sunday, November 30 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT — Hope
8.00am — Advent’s Holy Light & Holy Eucharist

10.00am — Advent Wreath Lighting, Holy Eucharist
12.00noon — Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, December 03 7.00pm — Encore Concert

Saturday, December 06 EVE OF SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

5.00pm Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 07 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT — Peace
8.00am — Advent’s Holy Light & Holy Eucharist

10.00am — Advent Wreath Lighting, Holy Eucharist
12.00noon — Holy Baptismal Eucharist w/Special Communion

Sunday, December 07
1.00pm — Sankta Lucia Celebration

Wednesday, December 10
5.00pm — Letters to Loved Ones
Hosted by First State National Historical Park
7.00pm — Blue Christmas: Remembrance & Hope
Homily by the Rt Rev’d Kevin S Brown, Bishop of Delaware

Saturday, December 13 EVE OF THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

5.00pm Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 14 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT — Joy

8.00am — Advent’s Holy Light & Holy Eucharist

10.00am - The Way of the Cradle & Holy Eucharist
Gingerbread Reception

12.00noon — Holy Eucharist for OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE (tr.)

Tues to Tues, Dec 16 to 23
7.00pm — Las Posadas

Sunday, December 21 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9.30am — Holy Eucharist with Advent Event
(Greening and Decorating of Church;
Lite Brunch, Apple Cider, Hot Chocolate)

Sunday, December 21 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT — Love
8.00am — Advent’s Holy Light & Holy Eucharist

10.00am — Advent Wreath Lighting, Holy Eucharist
12.00noon — Holy Eucharist
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A BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND HOPE

Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning. (Psalm 30:5)

The joyous decorations on streets and in shopping malls, the wonderful smells of warm
apple cider filling cafés, bells ringing in musical refrains on radio, television and smart
telephones, friends and family gathering for parties and holiday merriment, the laughter
and skipping of children along the neighborhood sidewalks — it's all about happiness of
the Christmas Season! Yet, for many of us, this season is not a happy time of year. The
death of a loved one, caring for a child with cancer, the anguish of a broken relationship
or divorce, sadness in being unable to have a child, loneliness or isolation, living with a
non-communicable disease, cancer or some other ailment, concern for a loved one’s
safety away serving this nation in the military, coping with the loss of a pet, struggling to
deal with unemployment, experiencing burnout, make us feel “blue” in the midst of
Christmas cheer. We hurt and are simply unable to get into the festivities.

If this is you, please know you are not alone. We acknowledge your feelings. We invite
you to come to Old Swedes Church, 606 N Church St, Wilmington, DE 19801 on
Wednesday, December 10, 2025 at 7.00 pm to join in sharing in a ceremony of prayers,
sacred text, music and poetry. Allow yourself grace and gentleness, and place a blue
ribbon of remembrance on a tree in hope that you will find comfort in knowing you are
not alone and that God'’s presence is for those who grieve, for those who struggle, for
those who “feel blue”.

The Right Reverend Kevin S. Brown, Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Delaware, will
bring words of comfort. David Simmons, Director of Music at Trinity Episcopal Parish and
the Choir of Trinity Parish will lead us in music. Come early and write a note on a luminary
bag in honor of a loved one.

This service of remembrance and hope — a time to move from feeling “blue” to
experiencing the wonder of the Christ Child — will be followed by a time of lite
refreshments and fellowship. Please feel free to invite others to come with you, as your
support, or if you know that they too, find that the Christmas season hurts.

With Faith, Hope and Love,

Fr Kirt[ezy+ SR

(The Rev'd) Fr Kirtley Yearwood SR
Interim Rector
Trinity Episcopal Parish (Trinity Church and Old Swedes Church), Wilmington, DE
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Christmas & Epiphany Worship at Trinity Parish

TRINITY CHURCH

come, See...Go and Tell

Wednesday, December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
4.40pm — Musical Prelude

**% 5.00pm — Choral Eucharist w/ Christmas Tableau ***

OLD SWEDES_

TRINITY CHURCH

TRINITY CHURCH

TRINITY CHURCH

TRINITY CHURCH

TRINITY CHURCH

*** New Time

8.00pm — Posada y Santa Eucaristia de Nochebuena

Wednesday, December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
10.30pm Candlelight Festal Eucharist

Thursday, December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
12.00noon — Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 28 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00am — Holy Eucharist

10.00am - Lessons and Carols

12.00noon — Santa Eucaristia

Friday, January 02 CHRISTMASTIDE
12.00noon — Requiem Eucharist for Benefactors
Feast of Dedication
Chapel of the Transfiguration

Sunday, January 04 THE EPIPHANY (ant)
8.00am - Prayer for Light and Holy Eucharist
10.00am — Holy Eucharist w/ Epiphany Tableau
12.00noon — Santa Eucaristia Dios de Tres Reyes

Sunday, January 11 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
8.00am — Holy Eucharist

10.00am - Holy Eucharist

12.00noon — Santa Eucaristia
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Becoming

Belonging

Building

TRINITY IN ACTION

@

Trinity Episcopal Parish
1108 N Adams Street, Wilmington, DE 19801
Phone: 302-652-8605
Email: office@trinityparishde.org
Website: trinityoldswedes.church

Clergy
The Right Reverend Kevin S. Brown — XI Bishop Diocesan
The Reverend Dr. Kirtley Yearwood SR—Interim Rector
The Reverend Dr. Marta lllueca—Associate Rector

Staff

David Simmons — Director of Music

Aniela Meinhaldt — Office Manager

Bob Kahn — Maintenance Manager
Alyse Calder — Sunday School Coordinator

Jordan Pecou — Sexton
John Zajaczkowski — Sexton
Claudia Zamudio — Sunday School Assistant
Dulce Tlaseca-Zuiiga — Sunday School Assistant

Vestry
Elizabeth Hukill (Senior Warden), Kimberly Denhardt (Junior Warden)
Brenda Demanczyk, Robert Emeritz (Secretary), James Maxwell — 2026 Class
Steven Dooley, Janet Gordon, Ray Stiles — 2027 Class
Alberto Martinez, Juan Rodriguez, Isabel Zufiga Sandoval — 2028 Class
Ann Hamilton (Treasurer)
Kathryn Jakabcin, Esqg. (Chancellor)
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